LAB WEEK 9
PREFIXES
List of Prefixes: A-D
	



	
	
	

	PREFIX
	MEANING
	EXAMPLES

	a-, an-
	without, not 
	anesthetic, atheist 

	ab-
	away, from 
	abject, abscess 

	ad-, a-, ac-, as-
	to, toward
	access, admit, assist 

	ante
	before
	antecedent, anterior 

	anti-
	against
	antibiotics, antioxidant 

	auto-
	self
	autoimmune, autonomous

	ben-
	good
	benefit, benign

	bi-
	two, both
	bifocals, bipolar

	circum-
	around
	circumference, circumscribe

	co-, com-, con-
	With
	companion, concurrent 

	contra-, counter-
	Against
	contradict, counteract

	de-
	not, from, down
	degenerate, depress 

	di-, dis-
	lack of, not, apart
	disadvantage, displacement 


Prefixes E-M
	



	
	
	

	eu-
	good, normal
	eugenics, eulogy

	ex-
	out (of), former
	expose, extract

	exo-, ecto-, extra-, extro-
	outside
	exoskeleton, extraordinary 

	fore- 
	before 
	foresee, foreshadow

	hemi-
	half
	hemisphere

	hyper
	above, excessive
	hyperactive, hypertension

	hypo-
	under, insufficient 
	hypodermic, hypothetical

	il-, im-, in-, ir-
	in, into, not, against
	illegitimate, inadequate

	inter-
	among. between
	interpose, intervene

	intra-
	within
	intramural, intravenous

	macro-
	large
	macrobiotic, macrocosm

	mal-
	bad
	malfunction, malignant

	micro-
	small
	microbe, microscope

	mis- 
	wrong 
	misfortune, mistake 

	mono-
	one
	monolingual, monopoly 

	multi-
	many
	multiple, multitask


Prefixes: N-U
	



	
	
	

	non- 
	not, lacking
	nonfat, nonsense 

	ob-,o-, oc-, op- 
	against, over, completely 
	object, occur, omit, oppose

	omni-
	all
	omnipotent, omnivorous 

	peri-
	around
	peripheral, periscope 

	poly-
	many
	polygamous, polygon

	post-
	after
	postgraduate, postpone

	pre- 
	before 
	precede, predict, prevent 

	pro- 
	forward 
	progress, promotion 

	quad-
	four
	quadriplegic, quadrangle 

	re-
	again, back
	reform, retain, regenerate 

	semi-
	half, partially
	semiannual, semiconscious 

	sub-, sup-, sus-
	under
	submarine, subtropical

	super-, supra-
	above, excessive
	superlative, suprarenal

	sym-, syn-
	with, together
	sympathy, synthetic

	trans-
	across, beyond
	Transform, transportation

	tri-
	three
	tricycle, triple

	ultra-
	beyond. excessive
	ultraliberal, ultrasonic 

	un-
	not 
	undeserved, unhappy 

	uni-
	one
	uniform, unilateral



GREEK AND LATIN PREFIXES
	



	
	
	

	PREFIX MEANING
	LATIN PREFIX
	GREEK PREFIX

	above, excess
	super-, ultra-
	hyper-

	across, beyond, through
	trans-
	dia-

	after
	post-
	

	again, back
	re-
	

	against
	contra-, (in-, ob-)
	anti-

	all
	omni-
	pan

	around
	circum-
	peri-

	away or from
	ab- (or de-)
	apo-, ap-

	bad, difficult, wrong
	mal-
	dys-

	before
	ante-, pre-
	pro-

	between, among
	inter-
	epi-

	both
	ambi-
	amphi-

	completely or very
	de-, ob-
	

	down
	ob- (sometimes)
	

	four
	quad-
	tetra-

	good
	ben-, bene-
	eu-

	half, partially
	semi-
	hemi-

	in, into
	il-, im-, in-, ir-
	en-

	in front of
	pro-
	pro-

	inside
	intra-
	endo-

	large
	(macro-, from Greek)
	macro-

	many
	multi-
	poly-

	not*
	de-, dis-, in-, ob-
	a-, an-

	on
	
	epi-

	one
	uni-
	mono-

	out of
	ex-, e-
	ek-

	outside
	extra-, extro-
	ecto-, exo-

	over
	ob- (sometimes)
	

	self
	ego-
	auto-, aut-,auth-

	small
	
	micro-

	three
	tri-
	tri-

	through
	trans-
	dia-

	to or toward
	ad-, a-, ac-, as-
	epi-

	two
	bi-
	di-

	under, insufficient
	sub-
	hypo-

	with
	co-. com-, con-
	sym-, syn-

	within, inside
	intra-
	endo-

	without
	dis- (sometimes)
	a-, an-



Negative Prefix List: Uses
· De- is almost always used before a verb, or a word formed from that verb, and means to reverse the verb’s action, as in dehydrate, deregulate, or detoxify. (It has other meanings in addition to making a verb negative. For example, it means 'down' in decline, decrease, and depression.)
· Dis- can be used with verbs, nouns, adjectives or adverbs. It also has other meanings besides making words negative.
· In-, non-, and un- are usually used for nouns, adjectives, or the adverbs formed from them (though un- is also used for verbs.) They all mean not _____. (In- is the negative prefix in Latin. non- means 'not' in Latin, and many words using it as a prefix came into English via French.  Un- comes from Old English.)
· Mis- (often from Old English, or in some words from French) is used with verbs (and adjectives and adverbs made from them), as well as nouns. It means bad, wrong, or wrongly.
· Non-  usually means not, but also may mean lack of something. 
· Un- is the most common negative prefix in English. If in doubt, it's the best one to try. Even many words originally from Latin roots are negated in English with 'un.' 
Note that sometimes one prefix is used for an adjective, and different ones are used for related nouns or verbs.
For example:
· unable, inability, (to) disable;
· unbalanced, imbalance, (to) unbalance;
· unstable, instability, (to) destabilize.
· To deactivate is to make something inactive.
Usually, however, the same prefix serves both adjective and noun: uncertain, uncertainty; unwilling, unwillingness; unfriendly, unfriendliness, inadequate, inadequacy, disloyal, disloyalty, etc.


EXERCISES
A. MATCHING

1. subtract			          A.  not as good as the average.
2. subway			          B. a solid base underground which supports 
                                                               sth above ground.
3. submarine			          C. to take (a part or amount) from sth larger. 
4. subsoil			          D. a path or a road or railway by which it can   
                                                               be safely crossed.
5. subsonic			          E. growing or used under or in the sea.
6. substation			           F. below the speed of sound.
7. substructure		          G. a place where electricity is passed on from 
                                                             a generating station into the general 
                                                             system.
8. substandard		           H. the lower level of soil.


1……2…...3……4…….5……..6…….7…….8……

1. hypothermia 			A.  put under water
2. hypotoxic			B.  less poisonous
3. hypoacidic			C.  subnormal body  temperature
4. hyperventilation		D.  beneath the bottom of the sea 
5. hypersonic			E.  less acidic
6. postoperative			F.  more acidic
7. postmortem			G.  excessive breathing
8. submerge			H.  highly  poisonous
9. suboceanic			I.    faster than the speed of sound
J. after the operation
K. after death
1…..2….3….4….5….6….7….8….9…..


C. MATCHING

1. biochemistry		       A.  instrument for measuring specific             
                                                            gravity.
     2. biosynthesis   	    	        B.  device for regulating indoor temperature            
     3. aerodynamics 	    	        C.  study of the movement of air and other                
                                                             gases.         
     4. aerobe                                   D.  use of water pressure for mechanical 
                                                      	  means.  
     5. thermostat                           E.  study of the composition of plants and        
                                                      	  animals.
      6. thermodynamics                 F.  containing water.
      7. hydrous                                G.  process of losing water.
      8. hydraulic                     	         H.  combination of elements by a living thing
      9. dehydration                	         I.    organism that lives only in the presence 
                                                              of oxygen.
                                                        K.   study of the conversion of heat into   
                                                             mechanical energy and the reverse.


1………2……..3……..4…….5……6……..7……..8…….9……..





D. MATCHING


1. ultraviolet			A. beyond or better than human powers
2. ultrasonic			B. the ability of certain metals to allow  
                                                          electricity to pass freely.
3. ultramarine			C. separate into its parts
4. semicircle			D. remove from a class
5. semiconductor			E. take away strength and vigour from
6. superabundance		F. to put over sth else or over each other
7. superconductivity		G. the purple end of the range of colours 
                                                           that make up light that can be seen by    
                                                           human beings
8. superimpose			H. beyond the range of human hearing
9. superhuman			I.  change the shape, appearance, quality 
                                                          or nature of
10. devitalize			J. half a circle
11. declassify			K. allowing light to pass through so that 
                                                          an object behind can be distinctly  
                                                          seen
12. decompose			L.  a very bright blue colour
13. transform			M.  a substance that allows the passing 
                                                            of an electric current more easily at  
                                                            high temperatures
14. transparent			N. a very large amount even more than 
                                                           necessary 



1…. 2….3….4….5….6….7….8….9….10….11….12….13….14….



E. MATCHING

In the exercise that follows try to guess the meaning of the words on the left,  which are all formed by prefixes.

1. abnormal				                   		 A.  decided in advance
2. inadvertent					        		 B.  becoming too hot
3. overlap						         	 C.  not functioning       
                                                                                             correctly
4. overheating					         	D.  not showing or   
paying proper                                                                                                 attention
5.   predetermined					        	 E.  different from what                                                                                           		      						       is ordinary     						                        		       or expected	
6.  malfunctioning				                   	 F.   partly cover                                                                                                            
        by   extending   
                                                                                           		        beyond one edge	


1.….  2….. 3….. 4….. 5….. 6…..
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