WEEK 6
Noun formation
In English, there are nouns that:
·  have the same form as verbs
·  are formed with prefixes (προθήματα)
·  are formed with suffixes (καταλήξεις)
Nouns having the same form as verbs
Examples:
charge, comment, contract, copy, debate, design, hope, look, plan, reply, study
In some cases, the nouns differ from the verbs in
a) stress : with nouns, the stress is on the first syllable, with verbs, on the second.
 Examples: contrast, decrease, export, import, increase, present, progress,
 record, research, transfer
b) pronunciation:
 noun    use [ju:s] 		verb   use [ju:z]
c) spelling:
 noun  practice 			verb  practise (BE)
 but: practice  practice (AE)
d) both spelling and pronunciation
 noun   advice [s] 		verb advise [z]
              device [s] 	     	          devise [z]
Nouns formed with prefixes
Most of the prefixes used for forming adjectives and verbs are also used for forming nouns
	Prefix
	Examples

	a-
	asymmetry, asynchrony

	anti-
	antimatter, antiparticle 

	counter-
	counterattack, countercurrent

	de-
	decentralization, decomposition

	dis-
	disagreement, displacement

	en-
	enclosure, enlargement

	fore-
	forecast, foreground

	hyper-
	hypermarket, hypersensitivity

	il-
	illegality, illegibility

	anti-
	antimatter, antiparticle

	counter-
	counterattack, countercurrent

	de-
	decentralization, decomposition

	dis-
	disagreement, displacement

	im-
	imperfection, impossibility

	in-
	inaccuracy, independence

	inter-
	interaction, interrelation

	ir-
	irregularity, irresponsibility

	mis-
	miscalculation, misinformation 

	non-
	nonsense, non-smoker

	over-
	overtime, overwork

	pre-
	precondition, preview

	sub-
	subdivision, subsection

	super-
	superconductor, supervision

	un-
	unbalance, unrest

	under-
	underestimate, understatement



Remember: 
                                  Noun  			 Adjective

imbalance/unbalance               			    unbalanced
inability 					    unable
indecision					    undecided
inequality 					    unequal
 injustice 					    unjust
 instability 					    unstable

Nouns formed with suffixes
1. Nouns describing people doing some activity (often an occupation) and people
experiencing some activity (suffix –ee)
	Suffix
	Examples

	-ant
	assistant, participant


	-ee
	attendee, referee, grantee


	-ent
	correspondent, respondent


	-(e)er
	engineer, manager


	-ian
	librarian, historian


	-ic
	mechanic, paramedic


	-ician
	mathematician, politician


	-(i)cist
	physicist, pharmacist


	-or
	supervisor, survivor



 







Remember: 
physicist = scientist with special knowledge of physics
 physician = medical doctor

2. Nouns describing devices
	Suffix
	Examples

	-er
	condenser, opener


	-or
	alternator, razor




3. Nouns describing (small) size
 
	Suffix
	Examples

	-let
	booklet, leaflet 




4. Nouns describing abstracts
	Suffix

	Examples

	-age
	mileage, percentage

	-al
	disposal, proposal

	-ance
	appearance, attendance

	-ation
	information, resignation, transformation

	-ence
	dependence, preference

	-ication
	simplification, verification

	-iety
	society, variety

	-ism
	capitalism, idealism

	-ity
	density, diversity, equality, regularity 

	-ment
	agreement, statement

	-ness
	usefulness, weakness

	-ship
	membership, relationship

	-sion
	conclusion, explosion

	-ssion
	emission, transmission

	-(p)tion
	assumption, consumption, recognition, solution

	-ure
	exposure, failure



5. Nouns formed with other suffixes
 
	Suffix
	Examples

	-t
	weight


	-th
	breadth, length, strength, 




Remember: 
	Adjective
	Noun
	Verb


	broad
	breadth
	broaden


	long
	length
	lengthen


	wide
	width
	widen


	strong
	strength
	strengthen




	Noun
	Verb


	choice
	choose


	proof
	prove


	speech
	speak


	thought
	think





EXERCISES
A. Nouns having the same form as verbs: Στην  άσκηση που ακολουθεί συμπληρώστε τα κενά, είτε με το ουσιαστικό, είτε με το ρήμα κάνοντας τις ανάλογες αλλαγές:  

1.  (
PROCESS
)Many electronic ……… take place in a computer.
2.  Electronic circuits provide different functions to ……..
information.
 (
CONTACT
)3. The transistor incorporates an arrangement of 
      semiconductor materials and electrical ……………
4. He ………………… her yet.
 (
MANUFACTURE
)5. This is a firm engaged in the  ……….of chips.
6. This plant  ……………. plastics.
7. There have been numerous  ………… of views between the two      
 (
EXCHANGE
)    governments.
8.  Mary  …………. seats with Anne at the cinema last night.
 (
TRANSFER
)9. The nitrogen cycle involves the transfer of nitrogen between the atmosphere, biosphere, lithosphere and hydrosphere in various  chemical forms. 
1O. He has been ………… from the Manchester branch to London branch.
 (
CHANGE
)11. His plans ………………………. recently .
12. We’ll have to make  ………….….. in the programme.
 (
REPORT
)13. The discovery of a new planet ……………………... yesterday.
14. The director announced the annual ………….….. 
       of the manufacturing company.

B. Write the correct noun form
	
	NOUN
	
	NOUN

	dense
	
	remove
	

	collapse
	
	amend
	

	construct
	
	store
	

	behave
	
	leak
	

	convert
	
	dispose
	

	deplete
	
	reclaim
	

	emerge
	
	project
	

	recognize
	
	waste
	

	estimate
	
	leach
	

	expand
	
	erode
	

	explain
	
	stable
	

	structure
	
	drain
	

	characterise
	
	resident
	

	increase
	
	subside
	

	lay
	
	sustain
	

	pollute
	
	progress
	

	perform
	
	respond
	

	produce
	
	vary
	

	vegetate
	
	drain
	

	interact
	
	irrigate
	

	act
	
	discharge
	

	utilize
	
	oxide
	

	fix
	
	saline
	

	abundant
	
	silica
	



