DIFFICULT PLURAL NOUNS

Most English nouns form their plural by adding either -s (books, bands, bells) or -es (boxes,
bunches, batches). These plural forms are said to follow a regular pattern.

Irregular Plural Nouns

Not all nouns conform to the standard pattern. In fact, some of the most common English
nouns have irregular plural forms, such as woman/women and child/children. In addition,
several nouns have alternative plurals, one regular and the other irregular.

v" When there is a choice, the classical [irregular] plural is usually the more technical,
learned, or formal

e.g. formulas vs. formulae
curriculums vs. curricula.

v'  Sometimes, alternative plurals have even developed different senses, as in the
cases of:

e.g. mediums vs. (mass) media
appendixes (in bodies or books) vs. appendices (only in books).’

As shown in the list below many words with irregular plurals are loanwords that have kept
their foreign plural forms (or at least held on to those forms as alternatives to regular English
plurals).

100 Irregular Plural Nouns List

In the list below, you'll find singular noun forms in the left column and the corresponding
plural forms in the right column. When a noun has more than one plural form, the irregular
one appears first, though that doesn't necessarily mean that the irregular form is more
widely accepted than the regular form.

addendum  addenda or addendums npoacBnkn
aircraft aircraft 0gpookadog
alumna alumnae anodoltn
alumnus alumni anodoltog
analysis analyses oavaiuon
antenna antennae or antennas Kepaia

antithesis antitheses avtiBeon



apex

appendix
axis
bacillus
bacterium
basis
beau
bison
bureau
cactus
chateau
child
codex
concerto
corpus
crisis
criterion
curriculum
datum
deer
diagnosis
die
dwarf
ellipsis
erratum

faux pas

apices or apexes

appendices or appendixes

axes

bacilli

bacteria

bases

beaux or beaus

bison

bureaux or bureaus

cacti or cactus or cactuses

chateaux or chateaus
children

codices

concerti or concertos
corpora

crises

criteria or criterions
curricula or curriculums
data

deer or deers
diagnoses

dice or dies

dwarves or dwarfs
ellipses

errata

faux pas

kopudn, Akpo,
OTOYELO

napaptTnUa

afovag

BakiA\og

Baktnplo

Bdon

QYOTNTIKOC
Bioovag

vpadeio

KOKTOC

KAOTPO

ot

KWOLKAG

KOVOEPTO

owua

Kpion

KpLTNpLo
TPOYPOULA OTIOUS WV
debopévo, otolxeio
ehadl

Sdlayvwon

Lapt

vavog

ENAeLPn
tumtoypadiko Aabog

OTPETIELQ, AYEVELD



fez
fish
focus
foot
formula
fungus
genus
goose
graffito
grouse
half
hoof
hypothesis
index
larva
libretto
loaf
locus
louse
man
matrix

medium

fezzes or fezes
fish or fishes

foci or focuses
feet or foot
formulae or formulas
fungi or funguses
genera or genuses
geese

graffiti

grouse or grouses
halves
hooves or hoofs
hypotheses
indices or indexes
larvae or larvas
libretti or librettos
loaves

loci

lice

men
matrices or matrixes

media or mediums

TUTIOG, MPOTUTIO
HUKNTOG

YEVOG

Xnva

YKpadLTL
aypLoyahog
HLOOG

omAN

umoBeon
EUPETNPLO
mpovOudn, KA
Aumpéto
dpavtloia
TOMOC, Tonobesoia
Yeipa

AvTpag

UNTPQ, KaAoUTL

pHéco

memorandummemoranda or memorandumsuTmopvVN U, ONUEiwUaL,

minutia

moose

mouse

minutiae

moose

mice

HUVNUOVIo
AETITOUEPELEG
OLLEPLKAVLKO EAADL

TIOVTIKL



nebula
nucleus
oasis
offspring
opus
ovum

ox

parenthesis

phenomenon

phylum

quiz

radius
referendum
salmon
scarf

self

series
sheep
shrimp
species
stimulus
stratum
swine
syllabus
symposium

synopsis

nebulae or nebulas
nuclei or nucleuses
oases

offspring or offsprings
opera or opuses

ova

oxen or ox

parentheses

phenomena or phenomenons

phyla

quizzes

radii or radiuses
referenda or referendums
salmon or salmons
scarves or scarfs

selves

series

sheep

shrimp or shrimps
species

stimuli

strata

swine

syllabi or syllabuses
symposia or symposiums

synopses

vebEAwpa

TUpAVag

oaon

Qmoyovoc, yovog
€pyo (Houoikn,TEXvn)
waplo

BobL

napévOeon
dawvopevo

$uli

TEOT, TaLyvidL
YVWOEWV

aKtiva
dnuoyridiopa
OOAWMOC
KALOKOA
£QUTOG

oelpa
npopato
vapida

eidog
ep£Blopa, kivntpo
oTpwUA
youpouLvlL
S16aktéa VAN
OuuMOoLo

auvoyn



tableau

thesis

thief

tooth

trout

tuna

vertebra

vertex

vita

vortex

wharf

wife

wolf

woman

tableaux or tableaus

theses

thieves

teeth

trout or trouts

tuna or tunas

vertebrae or vertebras

vertices or vertexes

vitae

vortices or vortexes

wharves or wharfs

wives

wolves

women
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niivakag {wypadikng,
€lKOVa

Amoyin,
TITUXLOK A/ SUMAWHATLKA
epyacia, S16akToplkn
Slatplpn

KAEDTNG
dovtl
néotpoda
tovog(Papt)
omovoulog

Kopudn

{wn

otpoBLhog, bivn,
poudnytpa

anoBabpa, mpoPfAnta
n ouluyog
AUKoOC

yuvaika



