Citing in Chicago style

The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for two styles of source citation: notes and bibliography and author-date. Author-date style is the preferred option in the sciences and social sciences.
Notes and bibliography is the most common type of Chicago style citation, and the main focus of this article. It is widely used in the humanities. Citations are placed in footnotes or endnotes, with a bibliography listing your sources in full at the end.
Covey asserts that the success literature of the twentieth century is “filled with social image consciousness, techniques, and quick fixes.”1 
This is an example of a full note,1 and this is an example of a short note.2
	1. Stephen Covey, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, 3rd ed. (New York: Free Press, 1989), 75–89.

	2. Covey, 7 Habits, 75–7.

	Full note
	Author full name, Book Title: Subtitle, edition. (Place of publication: Publisher, Year), page numbers, URL.

	Short note
	Author last name, Shortened Book Title, page number(s).



In author-date style, an in text citation consists of the author’s name, the publication year, and (if relevant) a page number. Each citation must correspond to an entry in the reference list at the end of your paper, where you give full details of the source.
	Chicago author-date style

	In-text citation
	(McGuire 2016, 22)

	Reference list entry
	McGuire, Ian. 2016. The North Water. London: Simon & Schuster.



Using author-date in-text citations
In Chicago author-date style, you cite sources in parentheses in the text. The citation includes the author’s last name followed by the year of publication, with no punctuation in between:
(Smith 2012)
If you refer to a specific part of the text (particularly when quoting or paraphrasing), you should also add a page number or page range to direct the reader to the relevant passage. The page number appears after a comma:
(Smith 2012, 21–22)
Placement of in-text citations
A citation usually appears at the end of the relevant clause, sentence or quotation, before any concluding punctuation. If multiple citations are needed at the same point, they should appear in the same set of parentheses separated by a semicolon:
Previous researchers have argued that the evidence is insufficient to confirm a correlation (Smith 2012; Johnson 2015), but new evidence suggests this consensus may be mistaken (McDonald 2018).
If the researcher’s name is already mentioned in the text, the citation should appear straight after it and include only the date. If quoting, add a page number directly after the quote:
Smith (2012) argues that there is reason to believe this method has “great potential” (31). However, Johnson’s (2015) experiment fails to bear out this assertion.
Creating a reference list
The reference list appears at the end of your paper, and provides more detailed information about the sources you cited.
Each entry in the reference list also begins with the author’s last name and the publication date, so that your reader can easily find any source they encounter in the text:
Smith, James. 2012. Example Book. New York: Norton.
Your reference list is usually titled “References” or “Works Cited.” It is alphabetized by author last name. It is single-spaced, unlike the main text, but a blank line is left between entries.
Entries which extend onto more than one line have a “hanging indent,” which means the second and any subsequent lines are indented:
Garcia Márquez, Gabriel. 1988. Love in the Time of Cholera. Translated by Edith  
           Grossman. London: Cape.
Below is an example of what a typical reference list looks like:
Receive feedback on language, structure and layout
Professional editors proofread and edit your paper by focusing on:
· Academic style
· Vague sentences
· Grammar
· Style consistency

Format of reference list entries
The format of the entry varies somewhat according to what type of source you’re citing. Examples for various source types are given below.
Book citation
Book citations include the title in italics, the place of publication and the publisher. If the book gives an edition on the title page, include this. Add the names of any editors and translators, and add a URL or e-book format if you consulted a digital version.
 
· Format- Example
Author last name, first name. Year. Book Title. Edition. Place of publication: Publisher. URL (Uniform research locator).
 
 Book chapter citation 
To cite a chapter from an edited collection, include the chapter title in quotation marks, the page range where the chapter appears, and the editor(s) of the book.

· Format-Example
Author last name, first name. Year. “Chapter Title.” In Book Title, edited by Editor first name last name, page range. Place of publication: Publisher.

 
 Journal article citation
Journal article entries include the volume and issue number, as well as a more specific publication date and a page range showing where the article appears in the journal. If accessed online, add a digital object identifier (DOI) or a URL.
 
· Format-Example
Author last name, first name. Year. “Article Title.” Journal Name Volume, Issue number (Publication date): Page range. DOI or URL.

 *DOI (digital object identifier)
DOIs can be formatted in various ways:
doi:10.1080/02626667.2018.1560449
https://doi.org/10.1080/02626667.2018.1560449
https://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02626667.2018.1560449
 Website citation
For web pages and online articles, put the page or article title in quotation marks, followed by the name of the website. If there is no publication date, replace the year with “n.d.” and give the date on which you accessed the page.
 
· Format-Example
Author last name, first name. Year. “Page Title.” Website Name. Access/revision date. URL.

 
Variations on the format of Chicago author-date citations
The format of in-text citations and reference list entries can vary to accommodate circumstances like multiple authors, multiple publications by the same author in one year, and missing information.
Citing a source with multiple authors
When there are multiple authors, list their names in the same order as they appear in the source.
When a source has two or three authors, include the names of all the authors in your in-text citation. For sources with four or more authors, use the name of the first author followed by “et al.”
	Multiple authors in in-text citations

	2 authors
	(Grazer and Fishman 2015)

	3 authors
	(Berkman, Bauer, and Nold 2011)

	4+ authors
	(Johnson et al. 2016)


In the reference list, up to ten authors are listed. Alphabetize based on the first author’s last name. The other names are not inverted:
Gmuca, Natalia V., Linnea E. Pearson, Jennifer M. Burns, and Heather E. M. Liwanag. 2015. “The Fat and the Furriest: Morphological Changes in Harp Seal Fur with Ontogeny.” Physiological and Biochemical Zoology 88, no. 2 (March/April): 158–66.
In the case of a source with eleven or more authors, list the first seven in the reference list, followed by “et al.”
Citing multiple sources with the same author and year
If you cite multiple sources by the same author that were published in the same year, it’s important to use another identifier to distinguish between them in the text.
In cases like this, list the sources in alphabetical order by title in your reference list, and add a letter after the year of each one: a, b, c…
Smith, James. 2012a. “Example Article.” Science Journal 2, no. 1 (March): 211–37.
https://doi.org/10.1111/11111.
Smith, James. 2012b. Example Book. New York: Norton.
List the same letters after the in-text citations – which may appear in the text in a different order:
(Smith 2012b)
(Smith 2012a)
Citing sources with missing information
Sometimes not all the information required for a citation will be available.
If you need to cite a source with no publication date, write “n.d.” (“no date”) in place of the date in your in-text citation and in your reference list:
(Smith n.d.)
Smith, James. n.d. Example Book. New York: Norton.
If you need to cite a source with no author, there are a couple of scenarios. If you’re dealing with a source issued by an organization without a specific author listed (for example, a press release or pamphlet), you can list the organization as the author:
(University of Glasgow 2019)
University of Glasgow. 2019. “Colombian River Guardians Rally Support in Scotland.” October 14, 2019. https://www.gla.ac.uk/news/headline_678538_en.html.
If this doesn’t work for your source, begin your reference list entry with the title instead, alphabetized according to the first word of the title (ignoring articles):
The Example Book: A Book of Examples. 2012. New York: Norton.
Here the entry would be alphabetized under “E”, not “T”, because the article is ignored for alphabetization.
For an in-text citation, use the title. If the title is longer than four words, use a shortened version of it starting with the first word (excluding articles):
(Example Book 2012)
Note that if a source is explicitly attributed to “Anonymous,” this word should simply be used as a name:
(Anonymous 2011)
